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AutoCross: Joe Kraetsch, (H) (603) 924  4459,  autocross@ncr-pca.org

Car Control Clinic: OPEN

Charity Paul Tallo, (W) (603) 594  9696,
charity@ncr-pca.org

Chief Instructor: Bob Tucker, chief-instructor@ncr-pca.org

Concours: Judy Hendrickson, (H) (603) 881 7576
Lisa Roche, (H) (978) 534  0118,
concours@ncr-pca.org

Drivers’ Ed: Paul Frucci & Bob Pickul, drivers-ed@ncr-pca.org

Rally: Don Johnson, (H) (603) 569 3337, rally@ncr-pca.org

Safety: Edgar Broadhead, (H) (603) 526 6578,

safety@ncr-pca.org

Senior “Advisors”: Edgar & Nancy Broadhead, (H) (603) 526 6578

Social: Ivy Leonard,      (H) (603) 380 3782,
Steve Robbins, (H) (877)7927861
social@ncr-pca.org

Technical: Jay Gratton, (H) (603) 498 8576, tech@ncr-pca.org

Yearbook David Churcher, (H) (603) 799 4688,
yearbook@ncr-pca.org
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NCR-PCA   CALENDAR
FEBRUARY 2007
11 Social, Mile Away Restaurant,

Milford, NH, Ivy Leonard, social@ncr-pca.org
13 Board Mtg, location: TBD, Miriam Dunster,

president@ncr-pca.org
17 Tech, THIS OLD 911, Sports Car Workshop, Arundel, ME,

Jay Gratton, tech@ncr-pca.org
24 Tech, SHAKE RATTLE & ROLL, Meredith Harley-Davidson

Jay Gratton, tech@ncr-pca.org
MARCH 2007
3 Zone 1 Tech Tactics, FarnbacherLoles, Danbury, CT,

http://zone1.pca.org/
6 National Parade Registration opens, 8AM, EST,

www.pca.org/paraderegistration
10 Tech, HIGH PERFORMANCE DRIVING, Porsche of

Nashua, Nashua, NH, Jay Gratton, tech@ncr-pca.org
13 Board Mtg, location: TBD, Miriam Dunster,

president@ncr-pca.org
17 Spring Zone 1 Pres. Mtg, Latham, NY, Miriam Dunster,

president@ncr-pca.org
31 Tech, ENGINE ELECTRONICS, PERFORMANCE MODS,

CHIPS, Precision Imports, Manchester, NH, Jay Gratton,
tech@ncr-pca.org

APRIL 2007
7 Tech/Social, Performance Electronics, Amesbury, MA,

Steve Robbins, social@ncr-pca.org
10 Board Mtg, location TBD, Miriam Dunster,

president@ncr-pca.org
28 Car Control Clinic, NHIS, Event Chair TBD

29 AutoCross, NHIS, Joe Kraetsch, autocross@ncr-pca.org
MAY 2007
5 Rally, Quechee, VT with optional overnight, Don Johnson,

rally@ncr-pca.org
8 Board Mtg, location: TBD, Miriam Dunster,

president@ncr-pca.org
19 Zone 1 Rally/Concours, Newport, RI, http://zone1.pca.org/

20 Zone 1 Rally/Concours,Newport, RI, http://zone1.pca.org/

21 NCR DE # 1, NHIS, Paul Frucci,
drivers-ed@ncr-pca.org

22 NCR DE # 1, NHIS, Paul Frucci,
drivers-ed@ncr-pca.org
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DAYTONA INTERNATIONAL

SPEEDWAY TO HOST PORSCHE

RENNSPORT REUNION III

IN NOVEMBER OF 2007

World’s largest gathering of Porsche
race cars and drivers to highlight Porsche
917 and celebrate 25th anniversary of
Porsche 956 / 962.

    
Porsche Cars North America (PCNA)

and Daytona International Speedway
today announced Porsche Rennsport
Reunion III will take place at the famed
Florida racetrack the weekend of No-
vember 2-4, 2007.

Sponsored by PCNA and organized
by Brian Redman’s Intercontinental
Events, Inc., Porsche Rennsport Reunion
III is open to the public and brings to-
gether an unprecedented gathering of
significant Porsche vintage and current
racecars and those who have driven them
to victory in the world’s most famous
sports car races. It features a three-day
program of on-track competition plus a
concours d’elegance, which is open to
the event’s participants by invitation. In
addition, special activities are planned
honoring the series of awesome Porsche
917 racecars and commemorating the
25th Anniversary of the racing debut of
the all-conquering Porsche 956/962 pro-
totype racers.

Held at three-year intervals, the third
edition of Porsche Rennsport Reunion
returns to Daytona International Speed-
way following that track’s highly suc-
cessful staging of Porsche Rennsport
Reunion II in 2004. On that occasion,
more than 600 Porsche racecars and
dozens of legendary Porsche race driv-
ers participated in a truly memorable
weekend dedicated to Porsche’s
motorsport heritage.

“Given the tremendous response to
our last event there,” said Peter
Schwarzenbauer, president and chief
executive officer of Porsche Cars North
America, “Daytona International Speed-
way is the logical choice as the site for
Porsche Rennsport Reunion III. It is
filled with Porsche racing history and is
one of the few tracks in America capable
of conducting an event of this magni-
tude.”

Porsche Rennsport Reunion III will
honor two of Porsche’s most historic
racing models – the Porsche 917 and
Porsche 956/962. In coupe form, the 12-
cylinder 917/K was the first Porsche to
score an overall win at the 24 Hours of
Le Mans, scoring back-to-back victories
in the 1970 and 1971 editions of the
French racing classic. Fitted with twin-
turbochargers producing more than 1000
horsepower, the mighty open-cockpit
917/10 and 917/30 rocketed to Sports
Car Club of America Can-Am champi-
onships in 1972 and 1973. These achieve-
ments by the 917 moved Porsche to the
forefront of the sports car racing world.

Since making its Le Mans debut in
1982 with a stunning one-two-three over-
all finish, the Porsche 956 and its 962
stable mate have established themselves
as the most successful models in the
history of  international sports car rac-
ing. Among their record number of over-
all victories spanning 14 seasons are
seven in the 24 Hours of Le Mans, six in
the Rolex 24 at Daytona, and four in the
12 Hours of Sebring.      
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MISSING NORTHLANDER ARCHIVES — HELP

Through  the various changes in editors over the past years we are missing
some of our Northlander archives. If you are a past editor or have any of
the following editions to spare please contact me to arrange pick up.

1988 Sep-Dec
1989 Jan-Dec
1990 Jan-Dec
1991 Nov/Dec
1997 Jan - Dec
1998 Jan - Dec
1999 Jan - Dec
2002 June and December
2003 Jan, Feb & April

Judy Hendrickson

 Additional details of the Porsche
Rennsport Reunion will be published on
Porsche’s press web site:

www.press.porsche.com

Brian Redman’s Intercontinental
Events web site:

www.rennsport2007.com

Daytona International Speedway’s
web site:

www.daytonainternationalspeedway.com/

 Ticket information is available by
contacting Daytona International Speed-
way at:

 1-800-PITSHOP.

   jh993@comcast.net
      (603) 881 7576
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The new year rang in with some un-
usually mild weather; great news for
those of us who don’t like the cold but
unwelcome to the skiers and ice fishers.
Daytime highs approaching 70 degrees
meant the sports cars and motorcycles
filled the streets and the tops came down
all across New England.

It was on one of those record breaker
Saturdays that I acquired some Bruins
tickets. As well as not liking the cold I’m
also not fond of most sports. So I gave
the tickets to my other half with stipula-
tions that I can tag along for the ride
down to Boston and spend the day in my
old stomping grounds.

At the Garden my friends and I parted
ways, they for the ice of the Garden and
I for the T with intentions of visiting the
Museum of Science. But then I saw an ad
for the World of Wheels Car Show at the
Bayside Expo. So instead of boarding
the northbound train I merely headed for
the southbound to sate my urge to see
some exceptional cars in the dead of
winter (even though it was 68 degrees
outside).

The World of Wheels is a three-day
event sanctioned by the International
Show Car Association (ISCA). It’s a
point show with cash prizes as well as
trophies. That means serious competi-
tion and cream of the crop exhibits. The
show categories included Rods, Custom
Trucks, Street Machines, Restored and
Motorcycles plus a special Best Club
Display. Awards presented at the end of
the three days were Best Paint, Best
Engine, Best Interior, Best Display and

Best in Show. In addition to the vehicles
there were special guest appearances
from the automotive and sporting worlds.
Who would I see during my brief visit?
Read on….

Anyone who’s visited Bayside Expo
knows what a large, open building it is.
Now think of that 240,000 square feet
filled with vehicles spanning over 75
years. Thousands of people flowed like
cooling lava around the exhibits, oohing
and ahing at the paint colors, the dy-
namic graphics and all that chrome. Ev-
ery car, truck and bike was spitshined to
high-gloss perfection.

Vehicles ranged from the basic, with
only their “out of the box” features to
what I would call “Extreme Makeovers.”
Those in the former category included
the Corvettes, which were in ample sup-
ply, and a newer Dodge Viper. The latter
vehicles look like they came right from
Pimp My Ride. There was a bright yel-
low dump truck with a large LCD moni-
tor playing music videos in its tilted bed.
A fiery red Mitsubishi Eclipse held
smaller monitors in its trunk but its flame
stamped tailpipes and demonic visage
on the bumper were the real head turn-
ers. A squat, pink car that in a former life
was an 80s Ford LTD, sported not only a
rear spoiler but a label on its trunk that
declared “Sweet N Low.”

Exhibitors used not only bright paint,
graphics and chrome to impress specta-
tors (and hopefully judges) they created
elaborate displays. One exhibitor with a
’71 Chevelle convertible used a rotating
stage so spectators could just stand there
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and see all 360 degrees of the muscle car.
But wait! Sitting atop the air breather
was a 1:18 scale model exactly like the
car only with its top down. And the
model rotated as well! Another exhibitor
didn’t think having the entire passenger
seat of his Mustang taken by a huge
bottle of nitrous eye catching enough. So
he parked his purple car on a matching
purple rug surrounded by previous show
win trophies.

Other points of interest included a real
monster truck with 5 foot tall tires, a
stretch limo with the nose of an 18 wheeler
and a vast array of custom, chrome be-
dazzled motorcycles that would make
Orange County Choppers proud.

And while I was snapping photos of all
these lovely vehicles I reached the Satur-
day afternoon special guest: Lightning
McQueen! A long line of weary parents
with their offspring hanging from their
arms surrounded this full-scale model,
the star of Disney-Pixar’s Cars movie.
Each child in turn walked up and got his/
her picture taken beside Lightning. You
know, I would too if I was 30 years
younger!

Walking among these metallic art-
works one has to wonder why many
would spend so much time and money
on something they probably never drive.
But it’s thanks to those who do have
these trailer queens and share them at
shows like this for car nuts like us who
need a fix on a nice winter day.

MONSTER TRUCK
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Lightning McQueen, star of Disney-Pixar’s Cars movie, waits patiently for the
next child to nestle up beside him for a photo souvenir. Sorry folks, Sally
Carerra and Tow Mater could not make this car show.
Following page: This 18 wheeler limo needs two photos to capture it.

For more of Tracey's photos see page 44

SWEET N LOW
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As you read this edition of the
Northlander the first 30 days of the New
Year have passed already. It seems that
time is moving faster as I get older (I
wonder how many of you feel the same
way). Recently I was around my family
and the younger members seemed so
eager for birthdays that held with them
“adult” responsibilities while those that
are nearing their thirtieth do not seem so
anxious that the years fly by. The impor-
tant thing seems to be to remember to
make some “fun” every day.

I bring up the subject of birthdays
because this year North Country Region
celebrates its thirtieth year. It is nice to
say that we still have some of the charter

members within the region. Northlander
will highlight some of the history of the
region as well as some of the active
charter members throughout the year. In
the January edition you already read the
story of one charter member, Judy
Hendrickson.

If you have not already come out dur-
ing the first 30 days of the winter season
to an NCR event, consider coming to one
in February. To keep up with activities
and other information make sure you
bookmark our website www.ncr-pca.org
and visit it at least once a week.

Have a great February! Spring will be
here soon.

Miriam

Join us for dinner February 11
at The Mile Away restaurant in Milford, NH.

Great German food

as well as American fare.

Check www.ncr-pca.org for directions.

Let Ivy Leonard, (H) (603) 380 3782,

social@njcr-pca.org know
if you are coming or not.

Separate checks.
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New Members:

Michael A. Corbett Manchester, NH 1987  911
Robert J. Corbett Sr.

Jeffrey D. Forsyth Amherst, NH 2002  911
Susan Forsyth

Carl B. Schulz Brookline, NH 2004 Boxster S
Kathy Sirah

Jeffrey P. Sullivan Auburn, NH 1992  964

Don Vandenburgh Nashua, NH 1985  944

J. Paul Welch Newton Upper Falls,
Suzan Welch MA 2006 Boxster

Phil Zarrow Durham, NH 1985  911
Rose Zarrow

Anniversaries:

1 Year:

Thomas C. Bryant Wolfeboro, NH 1989  911
Marybeth Bryant

Vince Ciminesi Brookline, NH 1984  911
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2 Years:

A. Lawrence Blahut Dover, NH 2002  911
Nancy Blahut

Leonard Pagano Antrim, NH 1987  944

Peter R. Stevenson Peterborough, NH 2000 Boxster  S
Jennifer Stevenson

15 Years:

Barry Brensinger Manchester, NH 2003  996
Cam Brensinger
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Thanks to Doug McIninch for his 5+
years of service as NCR Secretary !  I
will be publishing highlights from the
monthly Board Meetings.  For a copy of
the full formal meeting minutes, contact
secretary@ncr-pca.org.

On Tuesday January 9, 2007, twelve
board members and chairpersons met at
the Common Man restaurant in Con-
cord, NH.  President Miriam Dunster
called her first official meeting to order.
Board approved the 2007 Budget, with
the inclusion of the updated DE budget
from Paul Frucci.  Membership Chair
Lisa Roche reported that NCR currently
has 486 members, including 7 new mem-
bers and 1 transfer-in.

Advertising Chair Matt Romanowski
submitted his update via email  – look for
new advertisers in the Northlander.  Matt
is projecting an increase in advertising
revenue for 2007, and is in close contact
with all the potential advertisers/spon-
sors.

Official deadline for Northlander sub-
mittals is the 1st of the preceding month
(i.e. Feb 1st for the March issue), to allow
for layout/formatting/etc.  Any alternate
arrangements need to be made directly
with the Northlander editors.  Dick
Demaine has volunteered to assist Bob
Tucker in the very tough Webmaster
role.  They are splitting tasks and Dick is

working on applications to simplify up-
loading photos and potential plug-in
applications for other self-serve areas
(Mart ads, etc).  Currently Mart ads are
not being posted  - please contact the
Northlander for print ads for now.

Safety Chair Edgar Broadhead is con-
firming if there are any updates to the
Tech Inspection Form or Tech Inspector
List.  No notable regulation changes.

By the time you read this the Hayride
and Yankee Swap will be history, but
many more events are being planned,
including a Fall weekend drive and over-
night, and planning is already in progress
for the Annual Banquet/Party in Novem-
ber.   Be sure you are on the NCR News
email list for notification of some fun
impromptu get-togethers !

The Tech events are very well detailed
in the direct mailing that went to all
members.   Stay tuned for a car audio
Tech/Social event at Performance Elec-
tronics (Amesbury, MA).  Driver Educa-
tion and Autocross schedules and site
contracts are being finalized.  Check out
the NCR webpage or event chairs for up-
to-date information.

Board meetings are on the second
Tuesday of each month.  Next meeting is
Tuesday, February 13, 2007.   Please
contact any Board member or chair if
you’d like to attend, or if you have an
item for Board discussion.
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 The Porsche 914 might be one of the
least loved lines offered by our favorite
marque, but the car did sell well and
almost 35 years later is, to my poor
eyesight, a classic machine. In high
school I first started noting these ma-
chines. At that time most were just old
cars, not really well cared for, and in
New England anyway, most I saw were
well and truly starting to show deep
effects of the dreaded tinworm. But even
then, I liked the sharp edges and sort of
low squat boxy look about them. The
neighbor of one of the gals I was chasing
even had a junky rust bucket of a 914
parked under a big old oak tree, but I
liked the car, which in my mind made a
good excuse to call upon Sheila.  I may
have gotten over Sheila, but I still lust for
the 914.

Introduced in 1969 to replace the ag-
ing 912, the 914 in all its various con-
figurations lasted until 1976 when it was
replaced by surprisingly enough a model
called the 912E which lasted but a year
before the 924 was introduced. Origi-
nally intended as a joint Porsche/
Volkswagen project, Porsche had a hand
shake agreement with Volkswagen Chair-
man Nordoff to purchase body shells at
a low rate and would then fit Porsche
drive trains. With the untimely death of
the VW chairman and no written con-
tract, VW’s new chairman Kurt Lotz
subsequently increased the price of the
unfinished cars to Porsche making the
Porsche 914-6 much more expensive
than originally intended, approaching
that of the top of the line 911.

Est-ce plutôt une Porsche
ou une Volkswagen?

Well the above is French, not German,
but still, is it a Volkswagen or is it a
Porsche? In the US anyway, the 914 was
marketed as a Porsche, in the rest of the
world, however the car was marketed as
a VW-Porsche causing some confusion
and was also, less affectionately known
as a “vopo” which would be slang for the
then East German Secret Police. In four
cylinder configuration the car utilized
initially a 1.7 liter Volkswagen derived
powerplant, later upgraded to 2.0 and
1.8 Liter variations. As mentioned above,
a more sporting 914-6 used the six cylin-
der engine lifted from the 911 and was
marketed as a Porsche.

Mid Engine Layout
Advanced for the time, the car used a

mid engine layout with the engine
mounted in front of the rear axle giving
very favorable front/rear weight balance.
Touts a period advertisement, “The rear
trunk of a 914 contains 7 cubic feet of
empty space. That’s room enough for
three good-sized travel bags, a set of golf
clubs and a small ray gun.” Obviously
the copy writer didn’t know my wife, we
are hard pressed to fit our bags for a long
weekend in the back of our station wagon,
let alone the back of a 914. But the copy
writer continued; “Up front is another
truck with even greater space than the
one in back (9 cubic feet of empty space).
Besides having two trunks, the 914 has
the unique distinction of being a Porsche
with an earthy price.”  No, that is not a
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spelling error, the 914 had an “earthy”
price. Maybe to go with all those mush-
rooms our writer was enjoying in late
1969; what with thinking that the car
could hold three good size bags and a set
of golf clubs. And what is with the Raygun
reference? No my earthly belongings
would not fit as described. In any event
our copy writer continued “The doors
are nearly 4 feet wide, you can actually
get in and out without tucking your knees
under your chin. The engine and gear-
box are positioned behind the seats in
our race car tradition. It also gives more
room for your legs up front.”

Having driven a couple of 914’s I can
well and truly say, our copy writer above
was being less than forthcoming in the
description of climbing into the 914.
Now I am not that tall, nor am I short,
however climbing into the 914 is a true
test of courage, the steering wheel sitting
very low causes the thighs to get stuck,
requiring a little kink in the knees and an
Elvis inspired hip shake to get posi-
tioned. Now my size 9 Converse All-
Stars find the foot well and well, where
is all this leg room? No, care is needed to
find a place for the left foot when not de-
clutching and the right foot has a ten-
dency to catch on both the throttle and
the brake. Still I love the car.

Engine Choices
914-6 (1969-1972) As mentioned ear-

lier, Porsche had to change tack when the
handshake deal with VW fell through.

Intending to sell the 914-6 in larger quan-
tities, the high price of the chassis from
chassis builder Karmann made for a dif-
ficult selling price, just below the 911T,
and likely at not the targeted profit mar-
gin. Only 3351 of the Porsche powered
914-6 were manufactured between 1969
and 1972. They used a 2.0 Liter Flat six
with carburetors, producing 110 HP, es-
sentially lifted from the 911T. The 911T
also donated brakes and  suspension
components of the 914-6.

914/4 - 1.7 (1969-1973) The Flat four
Type 4 engine from the Volkswagen was
fitted with fuel injection to power the

original Volkswagen vari-
ant. This powerplant
made a healthy 80 HP and
a good number of units
were sold, more than
65,000 from 1969
through 1973.

914/4 – 2.0 (1972-
1975) While the 1.7 liter
car continued through
1973, 1972 saw the in-
troduction of the 914/4 -

2.0.  The six cylinder version was dis-
continued, replaced by a 2.0 liter type 4
engine, in this configuration producing
91HP. The 2.0 liter outsold the 914/6 by
a healthy margin, over 32,500 units be-
ing built.

914/4 – 1.8 (1973-1975) In 1973 the
1.7 liter engine was replaced with a more
potent 1.8 liter type 4 unit which made
all of 76HP. Ah, astute readers will ask,
if the 1.8 liter is more potent then why
did the 1.7 make more horsepower? Keep
in mind these were the early 1970’s and
each year from 1969 though 1974 new
federal regulations continued to sap
power with the introduction of such de-
vices as air pumps, while simultaneously
a car’s weight increased with such in-
ventions as “impact” bumpers. Yes the
1.8 was bigger and offered less. Buyers
purchased less as well and only about
17,700 units were built.
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By the end of production over 118,000
914/4 and 914/6 cars had been built.

While this had been a brief history, a
search of the World Wide Web can bring
you a wealth of additional information,
some my favorite pages includes:

914world.com

914club.com

914garage.com
(French, but youreally have to read the

history and technical discussions in
French to really appreciate the car … Le
concept novateur retenu par Porsche lors
des études sera celui du moteur central!).

THE 914 THEME CONTINUES THRU THIS ISSUE WITH
PHOTOS FROM '06
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    Blair’s name first came to my atten-
tion while I was still living in Germany.
My 911 had just become a reality but was
waiting for me in New Hampshire. A
colleague also living in Germany pro-
posed the best mechanic in our area was
this chap Blair Talbot.

Happiness followed. I returned to the
USA, went to the Rennsport Reunion
that weekend, I met Ellen Beck that week,
picked up the Porsche the next weekend.
And I met Blair a week later.

All was good until Blair shortly after-
wards closed his shop near Rochester. I
then had my first dose of “Porsche Panic”
… ie:  what to do now?  Before the panic
settled in or was resolved Blair called to
say he would take care of a few of us with
the older cars.  And that was the begin-
ning of service to my 911 and many,
many interesting conversations.

Servicing the car at Blair’s shop in-
volves more than up fixin der Porsche. It
involves a complete explanation of what
has happened, why it happened, what
work he has done, cautions to take in
future, etc.  Following the completion of
the job I have always been involved in
deep and long conversations about
Porsches in general and details of racing
cars in particular. Blair’s knowledge
gained over years runs deep. His per-
spective is all practical. Mine is more

theoretical … years of reading and dream-
ing of designing and building a car. Ge-
ometry for suspensions which rattles
around my brain comes into reality per-
spective during these conversations. And
when Blair and I are not talking cars Barb
joins in with food conversations. Oh, we
do enjoy a good curry.

Early in ’06 I detected Blair was really
busy with a house job and time was short.
I wondered what we would do if my
Porsche repeated it busted transmission
act. I wondered if Blair was about to give
up on der up fixin and retire in to builder
and occasional racer.

Later in ’06 we were in to one of those
after the job is done conversations
wherein Barb and Blair began to talk
about the new shop and all the space it
offered.  Plans for car storage. Plans for
two lifts. Plans to tink simultaneous on
any number of cars.

 “Tink”. What is “tink”? “Tink” is a
word often found in Blair’s conversa-
tions.  As in: “Dave, I love to tink.” Or: “I
tinked with it and found out what the
problem was ...”

I think this word can be defined as: a
process of applying years of experience
with a great deal of pleasure until an
offending automotive problem is found,
and, removed.

On a bright but cold December Satur-
day morning I visited the new shop to
take a few pics and to chat with Blair.
Clearly he was excited for the future as
he walked around explaining where vari-
ous pieces of equipment would go, where

A short story to describe the new BLAIR
TALBOT MOTORS facility.

David Churcher
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Since the above story was written and
the first panorama photo made a few
weeks have  passed. On a wet Saturday
in early January I returned to see the
progress. The lifts were in, the alignment
machine was about to arrive, posters
decorate the office area, and the shop has
a red black yellow colour scheme.

Porsches  are every where. Tool boxes
are lined up. Andre arrived with his tool
box and his daughter Brittany. With teen-
age enthusiasm Brittany described my
911 as “cute”. I corrected her by saying
it is “beautiful”.

And, Blair is still excited.

cars would be stored, walls that would be
covered with Porsche posters, Porsche
calendars, (and I hope a couple of Dave
Churcher  originals), where the tricycle
race would be held.

Tricycle race? It is a not un-serious
proposal by one of our NCR colleagues.
There is space enough. It could be a
good way to keep track skills in form
through the winter.

As our conversation wound down and
Blair began to realize he had yet to take
a Canadian visitor shopping for US bar-
gains he said: “Dave, I am so excited.”

Now the shop is open and in full swing
I hope those interesting chats at the end
of a job will continue.

I am sure they will.

This article has been written as a feature to describe a new facility in our area
provided by one of our members. From time to time such articles will appear
featuring our members.
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The Michael A. Bernier Agency, Inc.
Allstate Insurance Company

400 Amherst Street
Nashua, NH 03063-1241

Tel 603-889-5800
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On March 10th, the North Country
Region Tech Chairs will be sponsoring
two High Performance Driving sessions
at Porsche of Nashua. Phil Lombardi of
Skip Barber Racing School will be shar-
ing his knowledge of high performance
driving and racing. At 10 AM Phil will
conduct a novice session for those who
have never participated in a Drivers
Education event and are considering it,
and in the afternoon at 1 PM he will
focus on advanced driving techniques
aimed at more experienced drivers. I
strongly encourage anyone who has not
yet gotten the “bug” to participate in this
very informative session. You’ll also be
able to check out all the new Porsches in
the showroom!

There are a lot of misconceptions
about Drivers Education events that keep
some from trying out this fun and safe
activity. (Of course, I will admit to being
a total addict having reacquired the dis-
ease 6 years ago after a 15 year hiatus
while my kids were growing up and
Porsches were not our family’s highest
priorityL. I gave up and sold my new
1985 ½ 944 after my 18 month old son
threw up in the back seat. I never could
get that smell out of the carJ).

Let’s clear up one misconception right
from the start; NCR Driver Education
events are not racing, preparation for
racing, or a competition of any kind.
There are no winners or losers. There
are no prizes. The whole idea is to pro-
vide a safe, structured and controlled
teaching environment in which partici-

pants can learn advanced car control
techniques…and for every participant to
bring their Porsche home in the same
condition it arrived in.

We all know we have a high perfor-
mance vehicle in our Porsche. What a
Drivers Education event does is to afford
participants the opportunity to experi-
ence first-hand the capabilities of their
Porsche in a controlled environment and
to acquire skills that will improve their
driving abilities on and off the track.

But most of all it’s about having fun,
being safe, and enjoying the camaraderie
of your fellow PCA club members. And
you can use the experience to improve
your safety and driving ability on the
street.

 So if you’ve ever thought of partici-
pating in an NCR DE event and have
been apprehensive, I ask you to consider
the following:

You will have an instructor with you at
all times as a Novice driver

Passing requires that the car being
passed give a signal before a pass is
executed, so there is no “race” type of
passing. No pressure.

You will end your day with an in-
creased confidence level in your own
and your Porsche’s abilities.

All Driver Education events are orga-
nized with safety as the primary consid-
eration, and with the aim of providing
great fun for all participants.

You will  not harm your Porsche. They
are built to be driven and are in their
element on the track.



 24 Northlander February 2007

You’ll hang out with some great
people!

Registration for NCR Driver Educa-
tion events opens March 1st. There is a
wealth of information on the NCR web
site that can help the uninitiated learn

Paul Frucci

JUDY HENDRICKSON CHASES MATT ROMANOWSKI. NHIS OCTOBER '06

more and prepare for their first event. If
you have any questions at all, please feel
free to email me or Bob Pickul at de@ncr-
pca.org.

We have a great season in store for
2007, and I hope to see you at the track!
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MATT ROMANOWSKI IN TURN 1 AT NHIS, OCTOBER '06

JAY GRATTON AT NHIS OCTOBER '06
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THE SLEIGH RIDE THAT WASN'T

    By Judy Hendrickson, Miriam
Dunster, Joe Kraetsch, Lisa Roche,
Larry  Singer, Paul Tallo,David
Churcher, Helmi Churcher, Bob &
Laura Futterer

A starry night greeted ten hearty NCR
souls. As the snow hadn’t yet arrived,
our sleigh became a wagon with hay.

Our driver, Skip, and faithful Bel-
gians, Pat and Roy, took us on a turbo
charged tour around the farm. Lights
glittered, cameras flashed, wheels
rumbled. Helmi must have gotten fresh
with a tree as she got slapped by a branch
somewhere along the ride.

The headlights revealed they were
really taillights. Fortunately, there were
no exhaust fumes.

Around the campfire Judy demon-
strated the fine art of roasting marshmal-
lows in layers while Lisa just wore hers.

Attempts at song were made by Larry
—  “409, 409, she’s so fine my 409.”  But
none knew any Porsche songs.

Much double entendre reigned — Skip
got married December 31st, they got
married for better or worse — she couldn’t
have done better and he couldn’t have
done worse.

 A fine evening it was. All that was
missing was our fearless leader, Ivy, who
had come down with the stomach flu. So
next sleigh/wagon ride come on out and
join the fun.

OUR HAPPY GANG APRES SLEIGH
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FOR MORE PHOTOS LOG ON TO THE NCR-PCA WEB SITE.

HOT  HOT  HOT

OUR HAPPY GANG ON THE WAGON
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JUDY PREFERS HER MARSHMALLOW A LITTLE RARE

LISA AND JOE
MELLOW
APRES
MARSHMALLOW
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continued on page 24

One of the great pleasures of living in
Germany was the proximity of the
Porsche museum. I was a frequent visitor.
Now the new museum is almost
completed. It is massive when compared
to the old museum. It will house a
complete history of Porsche. A return to
Germany is a must and, perhaps, we
should ask our Social Chair to organize
a "treffen" for us.

The accompanying two photographs, and
the following text,  is from Presse
Porsche.

David Churcher

THE

NEW

PORSCHE

MUSEUM

The new Porsche museum takes to
 the air.

Stuttgart. 450 days after the ground-
breaking ceremony, the shell of Dr. Ing.
h. c. F. Porsche AG’s new museum in
Stuttgart Zuffenhausen is largely com-
pleted as 2006 draws to a close. An
important construction phase is thus con-
cluded: the underground car park, ground
floor, first floor and central girders, the
“cores”, made from reinforced concrete
have been constructed. At total of 21,000
cubic meters of concrete have been used.
The around 100 employees – partly
thanks to the mild weather of recent
weeks – have made rapid progress, even
during the cold season. Many night shifts
were arranged to lift major parts of the
construction into place by crane, and on
several occasions Schwieberdinger
Strasse (B 27) was closed on one side
during at night when there was little
traffic on the roads.

Lift shafts, stairwells and service chan-
nels are now in place in the three build-
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Tech Tactics 26 offered such
goodies as this cut away

engine display

ing cores. These also serve as heavy
load-bearing supports for the exhibition
area, which will cover 5,600 square
meters and hover over the first floor as a
building in its own right. Employees are
currently pulling eight inch-thick steel
wires through one of the Y-shaped sup-
ports. Each of the 22 meter-long wires is
secured as an abutment and must be
prestressed with a tensile force of 300
tons using a special apparatus. The tech-
nology being used is derived from bridge
construction and is required on static
grounds – to provide sufficient support
for the audacious architecture of the new
Porsche museum. Once completed, the
exhibition area will weigh 35,000 tons
and will house 80 valuable museum ve-
hicles and 200 further exhibits from the
history of the Zuffenhausen-based car
manufacture.

In the meantime, the futuristic museum
with its striking contours is now begin-
ning to take shape. The actual exhibition
area is being constructed as a steel shell.
500 of a total of 6,000 tons of steel are
already in place. The imposing frame
construction – similar to those used in

ship and aircraft construction – sketches
the future silhouette of the museum, which
is located directly adjacent to the parent
factory and is expected to be completed
in the second half of 2008.

“The steel girders have a span of up to 60
meters and are bridged between the sup-
ports. This design creates the impression
that the exhibition hall is hovering above
the rest of the building," remarks Chris-
tina Becker, project manager for the new
museum construction. The steel construc-
tion work is being continued section by
section from east to west (from the S-
Bahn overpass in the direction of
Porscheplatz/Porsche showroom) and is
expected to be completed in 2007, when
the facade will be complete and the inte-
rior construction can begin.

“We would like to take this opportunity
to thank sincerely the many car drivers
on Schwieberdinger Strasse for the pa-
tience they have had to display at times in
area of the construction site: However,
their future reward will be an architec-

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  33
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tural masterpiece that will form a gate-
way to the city of Stuttgart and signifi-
cantly enrich Zuffenhausen,” remarked
Anton Hunger, Head of Public Rela-
tions at Porsche AG, who is also respon-
sible for the new museum. Stuttgart will
gain even further appeal thanks to the
construction of the Porsche and
Mercedes-Benz museums. Car enthusi-
asts from all over the world will travel
to the Swabian city to gain a fascin-
ating insight into the history of
car construction.

The new museum building covering
24,000 square meters, which was de-
signed by the Viennese architects
Delugan Meissl, also houses the Porsche
archives and a special workshop for his-
toric vehicles. The workshop, which is
home to the 300 vintage cars from the
Porsche depot, can also be used by pri-
vate customers who want to restore or
service their valuable vehicles.On
completion, the museum will also boast
a coffee bar, a museum restaurant,and
conference area, and an exclusive res-
taurant operated independently by the
museum.

  CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 31
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This month we continue our look back
through the Northlanders over the past
29 years, looking at that first year (1978)
and every 10th year.

30 Years Ago (Volume 1, Number 2)
February 1978

The first thing that caught my eye was
the inside front cover ad – Porsche cre-
ates a new Porsche – the 924! Michael’s
President’s column reported the impend-
ing vote by mail of the PCA Executive
Council on our charter and the planned
charter presentation party on March 18th.
Six autocrosses, a rally and a tech ses-
sion were the announced planned events
for the year with a calendar showing the
first half of the year with these NCR
events as well as other local sports car
events – Ice Races on Newfound Lake
by the COM club. NER was holding
AXs at the old Orange Airport back then.

Editor Jim Smith reprinted the PCA
Legislative Liaison Bulletin No. 5. This
is no longer a position on the PCA Na-
tional staff, but, back then, many things
were happening in DC that impacted us.
This report dealt with the status of air
bag legislation and minimum fuel
economy standards. Air bag legislation
had been defeated for implementation in
1982 and PCA was encouraging the fight
against such legislation and encouraging
increased use of seat belts as a better way
to save lives. On the fuel standards front,
proposed numbers would essentially
mean the end of Porsche as we knew it –
either doing away with it altogether or so
emasculating it that it would no longer
be a “sports” car.

There was a tech article on CD Igni-
tion for the 914 – Another solution to the
914 starting problems, a member profile
on NCR Treasurer, Mitch Manseau and
his wife Joanne, another pencil rally and
more cartoons from E Zelz. There’s a
small world story with Joanne and I – we
were fellow classmates in Air Force Of-
ficer Training School at Lackland AFB
in late 1969. The Treasury had a balance
of $93.99.

The most interesting item was a short
narration (Chapter 1) of how we came to
be. See page 44  in this issue for a reprint
of this narration.

20 Years Ago
No February 1987 issue.

C

CONTINUED  ON PAGE 37
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Dan Jacobs and Phil Cracco
announce the January 1, 2007 opening of Weissach Autohaus,

a pre-owned Porsche dealership in Oxford, Connecticut.
Come visit our new, 4000-square-foot showroom (the former location of Daniel
Jacobs’ Hairy Dog Grrrage now in larger facilities at Suite 7E). Inspect our entire
inventory of beautiful pre-owned Porsches, or view it at weissachautohaus.com. 

WEISSACH AUTOHAUS PEACE OF MIND MEANS:

� 40 years of Porsche service experience
� Warranty standard with every sale
� 96-point inspection of every car
� Porsche purchase you can trust

Weissach Autohaus LLC, 115 Hurley Road, Suite 6A

Hurley Farms Industrial Park, Oxford, Connecticut                   

TOLL-FREE 877-WEISSACH (877-934-7722)
www.weissachautohaus.com

WE BRING PEACE OF MIND TO THE 
PURCHASE OF YOUR PRE-OWNED PORSCHE.

WE BRING PEACE OF MIND TO THE 
PURCHASE OF YOUR PRE-OWNED PORSCHE.

New Arrivals  See our complete list of inventory at www.weissachautohaus.com

2004 911 Turbo Cabriolet 2003 911 C2 Cabriolet 1979 911 Turbo
Zanzibar Red/Savanna Grey/Grey Black/Cork
Gorgeous car Sport exhaust sounds great Over 500 hp N
O
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JOIN US 
MARCH 24th

for our Grand 

Opening Celebration!

P R E - O W N E D P O R S C H E D E A L E R S H I P
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Noted author Steve Carpenter

10 Years Ago (Volume 20, Number 1
(February/March 1997)

Not sure what happened to a January
issue, but this one is clearly labeled
Number 1.

Officers are President: Fred Bruch,
Vice President: Ellen Beck, Secretary:
Scott Martineau, Treasurer: Steve Baker,
Membership Chair: Bob Tucker, News-
letter Editor: Miriam Dunster and Past
President: Judy Hendrickson. We also
now had a growing list of Committees
(Autocross, Technical, Safety/Senior
Advisors, Driver’s Ed & Club Racing
and Rally).

The newsletter is an impressive 32
pages and back to its 8.5 by 5.5 format
with heavy stock cover and trimmed,
clean appearance. Format is definitely
computer created with a publishing lay-
out program. It boasts an impressive six
feature stories, four stories on upcoming
events and seven regularly appearing
columns. The Internet is definitely gain-
ing ground. Everyone has an email ad-
dress listed and a list of PCA Region/
Porsche related website addresses are
offered for perusal.  The Treasury is up
to a balance of $9481.81 with annual
expenses of just over $30,000. The ar-
ticles and columns are upbeat and it is
obvious everyone is having a good time.
Abe Anderson thanks everyone for re-
ceiving the first Doug Hendrickson En-
thusiast Award. There’s a pull out calen-
dar for the fridge outlining not only NCR
events (and there are many) but neigh-
boring region events and Zone 1 events
as well. Based on info in some of the
columns we are only in the second year
or so of putting on DE’s as we added a
second event – a 2-day event at NHIS
run jointly with Metro NY. There are
articles on every aspect of PCA life, DE,

Club Race, Rallies, Tech material, etc.
Many articles aren’t necessarily about
things automotive, but just fun narra-
tions of events in people’s lives. It’s a
reminder that material for the
Northlander then and today need not be
Porsche or even car related, just of hu-
man interest. It’s a way for us to get to
know one another better, to gain insight
to one another.

So, that said, put pen to paper or
fingers to the keyboard as it were and let
your fingers ramble over some event or
experience that stands out more or less
in your memory. Share it with your fel-
low Porschefiles in North Country. Don’t
worry about your spelling or grammar.
We have people to fix all that. Be a
participant, not a sideliner.

 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 35
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FROM FEBRUARY 1978 NORTHLANDER
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FROM FEBRUARY1997 NORTHLANDER
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Above: A streetrod. That's a wild engine erupting out of the front of this street
rod. I don't know how the driver could see beyond all that chrome!

Below: Variety is the spice of life even at car shows. There were several bikes
decked out like this Suzuki, with ample chrome and low profile tires.

  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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Fiery Miitsubishi -
Not sure what is most
impressive about this
Eclipse's backside: the
two monitors in the
trunk, Satan scowling on
the bumper or those
stamped out tailpipe
flames.

The Dodge Viper "right out of the box" is still elegant in it subtleness
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YOUR CARD CAN
BE HERE FOR ONLY

$55/YEAR!
CONTACT THE

EDITORS!
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THE MART

The Mart is a free service to NCR members and other PCA members (space
permitting) for their personal property. Commercial Advertising in The Mart is on
a space available basis for $10 per 10 line ad per issue. Submit ads to
the Editor.
* Indicates number of times ad has appeared.

2002 Saturn SL1**, blue, PS,PB,AT,AC, AM/FM/CD, only 13200 miles,
$7250; to settle estate.  Ed Broadhead, 559 County Road, New London, NH 03257
603-526-6578

2000 Mercedes Benz* CLK430 convertible, 8-cyl auto (with manual mode), 51K
miles, 4-seater, silver with ash leather interior, blk top, factory in-dash navigation,
Premium Bose with 6-CD changer, heated seats, AMG Sport package (AMG
wheels, exhaust and bumpers and lower body styling), contour seats with inflatable
lumbar support.  Second set of wheels included.  Very well optioned.   Selling to
concentrate more $$ on track car and travel to more DE’s this year !!   $ 24,000/BO
Hudson, NH     Paul Tallo (603) 594-9696 Days or email paultallo@yahoo.com

2000 Boxster S*     with 62,000 miles, Dark Blue with Tan leather, Tiptronic, 18
inch Turbo rims, Turbo brakes (Red calibers), and new Pirelli P zeros. This car is
absolutely perfect! No scratches or dings. $26,000. Call 603-493-7911.

https://post.craigslist.org/manage/246891193/fxqdi

   AUTO PARTS FOR SALE*
Autopower Roll Bar for 911 Coupe 1965-94
New—$339.95 plus Freight SELL $200.00
Alloy Strut Brace SELL $100.00
Weltmeister Camber Plate SELL $100.00
Allan MacGillivary 603-673-2030 babymac1@comcast.net
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BTW

After our planning meeting in Novem-
ber I was relating Miriam’s comments
on insurance (from Zone 1 meeting) to
my colleague Martin from the BMW
White Mountain Club.  Below is Martin’s
response. Big Brother is watching!

David Churcher

This has been an issue of debate for a
number of years in the BMW club too.
Both insurance and factory warranty...

Club racing:  definitely not covered.

On-track (non-timed) performance driv-
ers schools:  usually (but not always)
covered.

On-track (timed) performance drivers
schools and time trials:  sometimes (but
rarely) covered.

Autocross (timed):  usually (but not
always) covered.

Road rallies (not races) (timed (TSD) or
un-timed (Touring)): virtually always
covered.

BMW NA was in litigation a while back
with the E46 M3 and over-rev issues.  As
far as I recall, BMW lost and was cover-
ing failed engines.

Insurance is another gray area monster
itself.  It’s pretty much at the discretion
of the individual insurance companies.

To paraphrase the BMW club’s “offi-
cial-unofficial” stand on insurance and
warrantee coverage relating to club
events:  It is the car owner’s responsibil-
ity to “know before you go.”  We tell all
participants that they should confirm
their coverage from their dealers and
personal insurance agents before play-
ing.  The club is not liable for “issues”
not covered by the manufacturer or in-
surance companies.

btw-  When I was active in auto-crossing
in the late 90’s in Salem we actually
caught (and kicked out) a few “spies”
taking photos of license plates of
Mitsubishi Eclipse and Eagle Talons at
our events for use in potential
claim denials.

LET OUR EXPERIENCE HELP YOU

MAINTENANCE – REPAIR
9 NEWTON ROAD
PLAISTOW, NH 03865
Mark Nadler (603) 382-3599
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